86                                                                  A    SHORTER    EGO
we did pretty well, Bkck Tulip getting second. Ego stood
second for a long time, but the mud proved too much for his
strength and in the end he was placed fourth. But I am con-
vinced that he Is my best animal, and he created a great Impression.
The classes were the strongest for many years.
June 10 King's Heath Horse Show. Tulip terribly fresh and
Monday, excited and for a long time refused to settle. I
think it was the cries of the hundreds of children
round the ring which upset her. When she did at last settle
she gave a magnificent display, and having been pulled in last
went right to the top and won first prize and champion twenty-
guinea cup.
A little worried during the >day by signs of nervous exhaustion
in the right hand. At one minute I could not lift a teacup, at
the next I could and did pick up a sledge-hammer. Worried
because in the evening I had to write my Express article by hand
and didn't know whether I should be able to manage it. Put
the thought out of my mind with an effort and ultimately managed
all right,
June ii Smethwlck Horse Show. Same horses, different
Tuesday, result. Tulip went so high off her hocks that she
couldn't go in front, which made her break con-
tinually. Brilliant snatches of forty yards or so, but never once
round the ring, or even half of it. Tulip is a temperamental
madam and played hell In the train both going to and coming
from Weymouth and again in the motor horse-box to-day. Ego
has lost so much condition through the Weymouth experience
that we have decided not to take him to Richmond and to keep
Mm for Olympia.
June 13          Decidedly  not  our lucky week, ' Tulip  gave a
Thursday,      beautiful  show at Richmond, going particularly
well up and down the stand.   Never broke once.
Nanette headed 'the class and then came Nork Spotlight, Nigel
Colman's new stallion.   I don't care for his legs and feet, and,